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A goodidea

The Italian [bea brand might not be
familiar to Countryside members -
especially as more dealerships still
need to be appointed in some parts
of the UK. Should we judge that as
anopportunity, ora problem?
Having spent some time using the
newly-introduced Ibea ‘Idea’ 425P
42cm cut rotary mower, I'd suggest
it's very much "good news’, Because
this new ‘baby’ widens the appeal of
the brand considerably.

Announced at the Glee trade
show last year, the four new Idea
models for 2009 are aimed very
much at the ‘quality’ end of the
domestic market. Thisisbackedup
by astatement from Henton &
Chattell Ltd, the UKimporterand
distributor, that a full after-sales
and partsback-up serviceisseenasa
key part of its mission - underlining
theissues we were talking about
earlier. Ifabattle line over ‘quality’
needs to be drawn in the sand, the
key questions you need to askany
potential supplier are: Where is it
made? And can [ get it serviced, or
fixed if it goes wrong?

The smaller the machine - in
diameterof cut terms - the harder
the balance between ‘quality’ and
‘price’ becomes, of course. The
‘budget’ Ideamodels come witha
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two-year warranty, while the
heavier-duty Ibea products havea
three-year ‘domestic use' warranty -
which may suit youbetter. But if we
were looking fora 'USP' here, 1'd
suggestit's the clever mix of
innovative design features and ease
ofuse that makes the 425P worth a
closer look.

Forastart... Well, starting the
158¢cc Briges & Stratton four-stroke
‘goo-Series’ engine couldn't be
easier - all it takes is two or three
‘squeezes’ of the flexible bulbto
prime the fuel, a gentle tugon the
recoil start cord and the engine
settles downtoasteady 'thrum'. No
need to worry about choke or
throttle settings. And no worries
about it unning away with you, if
you're not as fitas you think you are
- 3.5kphisjust right,

Features include deck ‘overlap’
outside of the axle track enabling
you to cut right up to borders and a
domed deck design enables youto
cut-and-collect, or mulch with the
same blade. Ifthere'samoan, it's
that the mulching ‘plug'is fiddly to
fit - somewhere tostore it on the
machine would be useful, too.

But on the plus side, [ liked the
way the machine folds for storage,
or transport.

@ [bearange available from: Henton & CLOCKWISE FROM
Chattell Ltd, Nottingham_ Priceof42em LEFT: Malcolm
{16-inch) cut ‘Tdea 425" as tested, demonsirates the

E264.56 (non-driven 42P version
£226.08). The g7emcut (18-inch) ‘Tdea
47275P"is £313.03 (Non-driven 47P
version £252.17). Other pedestrian and
ride-onmodels available - including
roller mowers. Formore product
information, nearest dealer location and
prospective new dealer business
opportunities, call 0115986 2161,

Ibea ‘ldea’ 425F;
the grass collector;
the washdown
port; it is easy to
start; a view of the
cutting blade

FACTFILE

® A 16-inch cut, steel
deck rotary mower
with mulching
capability. Light,
flexible 55-litre grass
collector,

® Powered by easy-to-start four-stroke Briggs & Stratton
engine. Single-speed driven wheels

@ Single frontrear deck height adjuster for each axle. 24 1o
TEmm cut range

STRONG POINTS

@ ‘Fixable', light and easy to use. Deck ‘overlap’ a great
idea. Two-yearwarranty.

@ Washdown hose port {with engine running) helps airflow
performance by keeping inside of deck dean.

@ Simple controls. Lightweight. Ideal for the non-technical.
If it wion't start, it's out of petrol!
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